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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 18 April 1 864 \—for, 



COPY £t of Resolutions of the Education Committee of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland , transmitted to the 
Lord Lieutenant and to the Education Board, relative to the recent 
Changes introduced into the National System of Education." 



Office of National Education, 
3 May 1864. 



} 



J AMES KELLY, 
William M'Creedy, 



■Secretaries. 



Copy of Resolutions. 

At Belfast, the 15th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1863, on which day 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland being met, 
inter alia, 

The following revised Resolutions on the subject of Elementary Education were 
read by the Convener of Committee, and approved : 

1. “That the Assembly regards it to be a sacred duty, by every means in its 
power, to preserve the fundamental principles on which the Synod of Ulster, in 
1840, agreed to receive aid from the National Board, according to which religious 
instruction is daily given in all our schools, while, at the same time, the rights of 
conscience and the sacredness of parental authority are duly respected, and 
no children are required to be present at any religious exercises to which its 
parents or guardians object. The Assembly, therefore, deprecates all attempts to 
obtain separate grants for educational purposes, as calculated to break up the 
system of united education, and to deprive the children of Presbyterian parents, 
residing in districts in which they form a small minority, of all education, secular' 
as well as religious, except on terms opposed to conscientious conviction. 

2. “ That, with a view to guard against sectarianism, and to secure confidence 
in the administration of the present system of united education, this Assembly 
deems it of tlie utmost importance that the members of this Church shall receive 
a fair and just proportion of officers and emolument in connexion with the Board, 
and instructs the Committee now to be appointed to use all legitimate means to 
have the claims of this Church in said administration duly recognised. 

3. “ That the following he the Committee for the purposes above specified, 
■with full power to act on behalf of this Church in all matters affecting tlie 
elementary education of our people : Revs. The Moderator, Drs. Cooke, Edgar, 
Morgan, Dill, Knox, Kirkpatrick, Denham; Messrs. William McClure, John 
Macnaughtan, Hugh Hannay, Jackson Smyth, A. Robinson, William Johnston, 
James White, James G. Robb, J. A. Canning, W. Magill, John Hall, C. L. Morell, 
F. Petticrew, John Blukly, John Moran, T. Y. Killen, James Gibson, George 
I'agill, J. P. Wilson; with Counsellors Gibson and Greer, Thomas Sinclair, 
John Getty, W. Kirk, Thomas Drury, John Workman, Thomas McClure, J. Fyffe, 
and B. Patterson, Esqrs. Rev. L. E. Berkely, Convener. 
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RESOLUTIONS NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND. 



At Belfast, tlie 8tb day of December 1863 on which day the Assembly’s 
Elementary Education Committee, constituted as above met— the Rev. John 
Rogers, Moderator of Assembly, in the Chair, inter aka. 

The attention of the Committee having been directed to a recent regulation of 
the Commissioners of National Education, by which it is proposed to grant to 
.. a few TCry 1 ,, 1 -ge and highly efficient schools" the privilege of having pupil- 
teachers— a privifege hitherto enjoyed only by model schools— it was unanimously 
resolved that this Committee feel called upon to protest in the strongest terms 
against the proposed new regulation, for the following reasons . 



1. Because, regarding the model schools of the Board, established at much 
expense by the Government, as a great boon to the country, not only oil account 
of the excellent instruction they afford to all classes of the people, but chiefly as 
presenting ail illustration of the practicability and value of united education, they 
view with alarm, any movement that would impair their efficiency, or tend to 
draw away children from them. 

2. Because the declared .objects of model schools [see rules and regulations of 
the Commissioners], being “to promote united education, to exhibit the most 
approved methods of literary and scientific instruction, and to tram young 
persons for the office of teacher,” the Committee believe that there are no other 
schools in the country in which these objects can be so effectually secured ; that, 
consequently, none should be brought into competition with them, and that the 
practical tendency of the proposed change must be to defeat each and all of these 
objects. 

3. Because, as in matter of public notoriety, the model schools of the Board 
beino- objects of bitter hatred to those who are openly or secretly enemies of united 
education, and rival schools having been set up, or being about to be set up, in 
opposition to them, and with the declared design of drawing away their pupils, 
it is contrary to a sound educational policy to adopt any regulation that will tend 
to encourage these rival seminaries, as well as an infringement of the constitution 
and principles of the national systena, and of the former practice of the Board. 

4. Because the principal schools that would obtain pupil teachers under the 

proposed regulation, namely, the convent schools, are unfitted to be training 
institutions, not only on account of their sectarian character and aspects, but also 
because the teachers of these schools, having received no training themselves, and 
heino- exempted from the examinations which ordinary national school teachers 
undergo, are incompetent to the task of training others. < 

5. Because the Committee regard the proposed change as a decided step to- 
ward the introduction of a purely denominational system ; and in the language 
of the resolutions of the General Assembly under which they act, the Committee 
“ deprecate all attempts to obtain separate grants for educational purposes, as 
calculated to break up the system of united education, and to deprive the 
children of Presbyterian parents, residing in districts in which they form a small 
minority, of all education, secular as well as religious, except on terms opposed to 
conscientious conviction.” 

Kesolved further, “ That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the heads 
of the Irish Government, and to the Commissioners of National Education, and 
that a deputation be now appointed to wait on the Irish Government, and, if 
needs be, on Members of Parliament, with a view to prevent the sanction of the 
proposed regulation.” 

(signed) John Rogers, 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 
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